
Hong Kong 
 Entomological Bulletin

ISSN 2079-178X

Volume 11 (1)  							                         April 2019             



Chief editor: 			   George Ho Wai-Chun (georgehwc@hotmail.com)
Editor: 				    Yiu Vor (yiuvor@hkentsoc.org)

Subject editors
Coleoptera: 			   Paul Aston (paulaston70@hotmail.com), Yiu Vor (yiuvor@hkentsoc.org)
Hymenoptera (Aculeata):		  Christophe Barthélémy (cbarthelemy@hkentsoc.org)
Lepidoptera: 			   Roger Kendrick (hkmoths@yahoo.co.uk)
Odonata: 			   Graham Reels (gtreels@hkentsoc.org)
Phasmida: 			   George Ho Wai-chun (georgehwc@hotmail.com)

The Hong Kong Entomological Bulletin publishes papers reporting on all aspects of Insecta in Hong Kong and the wider 
bioregion, including biology, behaviour, ecology, systematics, taxonomy, genetics and morphology. Papers can be original 
research results, reviews or short communications. There is no page limit to the manuscripts and no page charge will be 
applied. At the editors’ discretion, an independent review of submitted manuscripts will be sought from an appropriate authority. 

Guidelines for authors
http://hkentsoc.org/publications/guidelines/content.html

Hong Kong Entomological Bulletin

Published by the Hong Kong Entomological Society

Volume 11 (1) April 2019

HKEB 11(1) April 2019  							                                © Hong Kong Entomological Society      

Contents

Aston , P. and Melsom , P.
Glycyphana horsfieldii (Hope, 1831) a new species of Rose Chafer (Coleoptera, Cetoniinae) for the Hong Kong 
fauna .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .        3-4

Cover photograph: Adult Glycyphana horsfieldii (Hope, 1831), photo by Paul Aston.

 HKEB 11(1) April 2019                                                                                                                            © Hong Kong Entomological Society



© Hong Kong Entomological Society								                       HKEB 11(1) April 2019

3Paul Aston & Paul Melsom                                                                                                     

Glycyphana horsfieldii (Hope, 1831) a new species of Rose Chafer (Coleoptera, Cetoniinae) for the Hong 
Kong fauna

Paul Aston¹ and Paul Melsom²
1: 2nd Floor, 102, Wang Tong, Mui Wo, Lantau, Hong Kong. Email: paulaston70@hotmail.com

2: Email: eagleowlonlantau1@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Glycyphana horsfieldi (Hope, 1831) is recorded from 
Hong Kong for the first time. Subspecies identification 
in China is discussed.

Key words: Rose Chafer, new record, Hong Kong

INTRODUCTION

The Cetoniinae fauna of Hong Kong was covered by Yiu 
(2010), he listed two species of Glycyphana:  G. nasalis 
Boheman, 1858 and G. nicobarica Janson, 1877. Here 
we add a third species G. horsfieldi (Hope, 1831).

MATERIALS & METHODS

For general methodology see Aston (2016).

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Glycyphana horsfieldii chinensis (Mikšić, 1967)
(Fig. 1)

On 27th April 2018, one of us (Paul Melsom) discovered 
on the outside of a plastic compost bin (containing  
compost and composting weeds) on the roof garden, 
above the 4th floor of  Kennedy School, an unusual 
beetle, which was later identified as Glycyphana 
horsfieldi (Hope, 1831) by the first author after reference 
to Ma (1995).

Both Mikšić (1970) and Smelter (2006) state that 
specimens from southern China belong to the 
subspecies Glycyphana horsfieldii chinensis Mikšić, 
1967. However the Hong Kong specimen keys out to 
the nominate form G. horsfieldi horsfieldi (Hope, 1831) 
using Mikšić (1970) and agrees well with his illustration, 
in  having a narrow red border to the pronotum. In fact 
Mikšić (1970) states the only difference between G. h. 
chinensis and G. h. horsfieldi is that the former usually 
or mostly (In German “meist”) has a much wider red 
border to the pronotum.

Ma (1995) makes no reference to G. h. chinensis, though 
he clearly had reference to Mikšić (1970) as he lists it 
in the acknowledgements under the author Krikken, J. 
[sic]. Interestingly Ma illustrates both G. h. chinensis (in 
Figure 114) and G. h. horsfieldi (in Plate IV, 23).

Ma includes Guangdong province in his range for G. 
horsfieldi. Smelter (2006) lists only the subspecies G. 
h. chinensis for china and lists its Chinese distribution 
as Guizhou, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Yunnan and Taiwan. 

According to Mikšić (1970) the range of G. h. chinensis  
is China, Taiwan, Tonkin and Laos whereas he gives the 
range of G. h. horsfieldi as India, Burma and furthest 
east as Chapa in extreme north-east Vietnam (Tonkin).

It will be interesting to see the extent of the red on the 
pronotum of future specimens in Hong Kong. It may well 
be that G. h. chinensis is not a subspecies but just a 
locally occurring form in the  eastern part of its range.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many thanks to Denis Keith for his comments on the draft.

REFERENCES

Aston, P., 2016. Catalogue and Bibliography of the 
Hong Kong Carabidae Latreille, 1802 (Coleoptera: 
Adephaga), with notes on the historic boundaries of 
Hong Kong as related to zoological collections. Zootaxa 
4121(3): 201-257.

Ma, W., 1995. Coleoptera: Cetoniidae, Trichiidae and 
Valgidae. Economic Insect Fauna of China 46. Science 
Press. 210pp. [In Chinese].

Mikšić, R., 1967. Revision der Gattung Rhomborrhina 
Hope (53. Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Scarabaeiden). 
Entomologische Abhandlungen und Berichte aus dern 
Staatliches Museum fur Tierkunde in Dresden 35 [1966-
1967]: 267-335.

Mikšić, R., 1970. Revision der Gattung Glycyphana 
Burmeister (Coleoptera, Cetoniinae) I. Teil. Zoologische
Verhandelingen 107: 3-112.

Smetana, A., 2006. In: Catalogue of Palaearctic 
Coleoptera. Vol 3. Scarabaeoiea - Scirtoidea - 
Dascilloidea - Buprestoidea - Byrrhoidea (Löbl, I. and 
Smetana, A., eds.). Apollo Books, Stenstrup: 283-313.

Yiu, V., 2010. Records of rose chafers (Coleoptera, 
Cetoniinae) in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Entomological 
Bulletin 2(1): 32-42.



 HKEB 11(1) April 2019   							               	          © Hong Kong Entomological Society

44 								                                                     New record of Rose Chafer

FIGURE

Figure 1. Glycyphana horsfieldii chinensis (Mikšić, 1967) (Photo by Paul Aston).
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